
Applications are invited for the joint Master of Arts: 
History program at The University of Winnipeg and 
the University of Manitoba. Students in the program 
choose one of four streams: a major research paper 
MA, a course MA, a thesis MA, or an Archival Studies 
stream. Specialized work is offered in many areas 
of historical study: the Americas, Asia and Africa; 
Britain and the Commonwealth; Canada; Medieval 
and Early Modern Europe; Modern Europe; History 
of Science; Modern World; Archival Studies. Courses 
and thesis direction are offered at both institutions, 
and students completing the program may elect to 
receive their degrees from both of the participating 
universities.

Graduates of this program will acquire a 
comprehensive knowledge of at least two areas of 

historical study, and have the skills to undertake 
independent research and place their findings within 
their historical context, as well as pursue careers in 
government, the law, journalism, museums, libraries, 
or archives.

This call for applications specifically seeks students 
who will undertake Research Assistantships in 
collaboration with Six Seasons of the Asiniskow 
Ithiniwak: Reclamation, Regeneration, and 
Reconciliation, a seven-year partnership project 
funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council. The overall goal of the Six Seasons 
Project is to move forward the ongoing work of 
reclaiming Indigenous languages, histories, and 
knowledges among the Asiniskow Ithiniwak (Rocky 
Cree). This is consistent with the calls to action 
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by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada (2015) for, among many other things, the 
revitalization of Indigenous cultures, the “relearning 
of Canada’s national history,” and the reconciliation 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. 

MA candidates working on this project will  
undertake research related to building a rich 
historical understanding of the Asiniskow Ithiniwak 
in northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan during 
the protocontact period of the mid-1600s. This 
research might include gathering and working with 
oral history accounts from Rocky Cree elders and 
traditional knowledge keepers; doing comparative 
research into analogous contexts as identified by 
the existing ethnographic, oral, and archaeological 
records; and researching material culture objects 
from the Churchill River region and surrounding 
areas held in museum and private collections. There 
will also be opportunities to research Indigenous 
archival methods.

This award is intended in the first instance for 
students entering the JMP History program and 
may be renewable for a second year. The funding 
package includes a Research Assistantship in the 
Fall, Winter, and Spring semesters, in addition to 
travel grants for conference presentations. We 
particularly encourage applications from candidates 
who identify as Indigenous. The University of 
Winnipeg and University of Manitoba provide many 
cultural support services and programs to give 
Indigenous learners student-centred resources and 
opportunities, including the University of Winnipeg 
Aboriginal Student Services Centre  

(https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/assc/), and the  
University of Manitoba Indigenous Student Centre 
(http://umanitoba.ca/student/indigenous/). 

Further information about the Master of Arts History 
program can be found here: 

http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/departments/
history/graduate/jmpinfo.html
 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/graduate-studies/
graduate-programs/joint-masters-program.html 

Further information about the Six Seasons of the 
Asiniskow Ithiniwak Project can be found here: 
http://crytc.uwinnipeg.ca/index.php/projects/six-
seasons-of-the-asiniskow-ithiniwak-reclamation-
regeneration-and-reconciliation/ 

Inquiries can be directed to: 

Dr. Janis Thiessen, Associate Professor
Graduate Chair
Department of History, University of Winnipeg
ja.thiessen@uwinnipeg.ca
p. 204-786-9947

or

Dr. Len Kuffert, Professor
Graduate Chair
Department of History, University of Manitoba
Len.Kuffert@umanitoba.ca
p. 204-474-8106
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